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Spirit of French Theatrical Art Is Transferred to the
‘American Stage by Such Vivacious and Skillful
Actresses as Miss Irene Bordoni, P

i

By LAWRENCE REAMER.

ROBABLY It iz her long sojourn here during a season that has not
P been conspicuous always for brilllancy that makes Miss Irene Bordoni

geem a mecessity to the metropolitan stage. Even when “The
Frenclt Doll” is a fragrant memory of the theater year Miss Bordon] ought
not to think of leaving New York for any protracted perlod. It is not
possible to estimate the esteem in which she is held "on the road.” Ot
course, she ought to be appreciated there and everywhere else, since so
much skill and go much charm must hold their sway in any intelligent
city. But she really belongs to the New York stage. It alone i{s metro
politan, and Miss Bordoni is the most metropolitan of actresses. What
else could she be with Paris as a home town. Imagine calllng Paris a
home town!

There so much of the actress's unmistakably Galliccharm, her piquancy
end her skill were created. No other actress on the American stage so
faithfully transfers to our drama the spirit of French theatrical art, She
embodies it in its best estate. She has shown her ability moreover to
maintain this high quality under varying conditions. She arose from
the crudity of Winter Garden pantomime to revues and then to musical
farce before she interpreted with such unique facility and appreciation
the heroine of a Sacha Guitry farce. In “Sleeping Partners™ she showed
how delicately she can play a scene of gossamer comedy. Her couplets as
Mme. de Pompadour in “As You Were” provided the most distinguished
note in a season of musical revue, which {s a branch of stage art not
distinguished as a rule by artistic distinction. She has the technique of
fier art at her fingers’ ends. Possibly there {a an occaslonal overaccentu l
ation as one might expect from a stranger to our tongue. But the pre-
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the years of the finished artlst whnT
first presented the play here. This
woman happened, by the way, to be
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tresees of the American theater,
Naturally such a degree of skill as
the popsesses dld not come over
night,

It took time to acquire such a fin-
lehed and facile control of the me-

The musig Is by Victor Herbert,
Louls Hirsch and Dave Stamper;
the lyrica by Gene DBuck and the
dialogue by Ring Lardner and
Ralph Spence. Ballet rumbers were
ditectad by James Ileynolds and
Michel Fokine and darea diversions
by John Tiller of London. The pro-
duetlon was staged hy Ned Way.
burn, under the supervision of Mr,
Zlegleld,
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